
 

Here is where we are as of August 10, 2020: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Our greatest hope is for all students to return to full days of school with full co-curricular and extra-curricular activities.  We are all deeply impacted by 
the difficult position we are in to navigate through restrictions set by the Center for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC), New York State Department of 
Health (NYSDOH) and New York State Education Department (NYSED), in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
On July 1st, we welcomed Mr. June Chang as our Superintendent of Schools, who immediately began to work with District Administration and Staff on 
plans for the reopening of schools.   

 

Reopening Committees: 
The administration and staff have been engaging in a series of weekly meetings that focus on the following four key areas; Safety, Instruction, Social-
Emotional Learning, and Mental Health, and Co-curriculars, Athletics, and Activities.  Anchored by Assistant Superintendents and Directors and in 
partnership with members of our Board of Education, our committees have been analyzing and discussing guidelines received.   These committees were 
formed in collaboration with our Administrators, the PTA, and the Teachers Association.  Utilizing existing task forces from the 2019/2020 school year, we 
were able to begin work immediately.  
 
On August 7th, Governor Cuomo announced that school districts were permitted to open in-person classes in the fall.  According to his Executive Order, 
specific communication guidelines and strict social distancing protocols must be in place.   Below is a recap of where we are today, as we prepare for the 
start of the 2020/2021 school year. 

 

 
Social Distancing in Our Schools: 
Social distancing guidelines set by the CDC, NYSDOH, and NYSED for 
schools will be followed in all of our buildings.  The current guidelines 
require the following: 

• Appropriate social distancing is defined as maintaining 6 feet of 
space or barriers between individuals while in school facilities 
and on school grounds.  

• Face masks are required any time or place that individuals 
cannot maintain appropriate social distancing. This includes 
whenever they are within 6 feet of someone else, and at all 
times in hallways, restrooms, and on buses.   

• If anyone arrives at a school building without a face mask, one 
will be provided. 

 

As You Enter the Buildings: 
Everyone entering a school building will go through a screening 
process.    Students, staff, and visitors will have their temperatures taken 
as they enter the buildings.   Additionally, students and staff members 
are required to complete a screening questionnaire.   No one will be 
permitted to enter the building with a fever over 100 degrees or with a 
negative response to the questionnaire.   
 
The District Medical Officer has worked with building Principals and 
Central Administrators to identify specific areas in each building for      
day-to-day nursing care, isolation areas in the event of missing or 
questionable medical screening, and nebulizer treatments. 
 
Throughout the building, there will be 6-ft markings at all entrances and 
at congregation areas such as cafeterias. In most of the classrooms, fresh 
air is circulated.  The District will increase the flow of fresh air to the 
extent possible by keeping doors and windows open, and by utilizing 
fans.  Alcohol-based hand sanitizers will be available in all classrooms.   

 

At the Elementary Schools: 
We are in the process of purchasing clear partitions that provide appropriate social distance in the classroom.  These partitions in addition to masks meet the 
required guidelines to allow us to bring back all our students in grades K-5 in a phased-in approach.  In September, students will begin school with a hybrid 
schedule for a short period of time which will transition into a full-time in-person schedule.  Parents may elect for full time remote instruction at any time 
during the pandemic. 
 
Student movement within the building will be limited.  Art and Music teachers will provide instruction within the students’ general classroom.   Physical 
Education will be held outdoors and in other large facilities within the school building as often as possible.  Lunch will be eaten in the classroom.  We will 
utilize outdoor space for instruction and co-curricular activities when weather permits.   

 

 

 

 



 

Transportation:  
Bus monitors will be assigned to all buses to ensure all students are wearing masks and socially distancing.  Temperatures will be taken of students as they get 
on the bus. No student with a temperature above 100 degrees will be allowed on the bus.  Cleaning of the buses will follow disinfection guidelines daily.    

 

At the Middle and High Schools: 
Students at the secondary level will start school with a hybrid schedule.  Classes will be taught as a whole, with some students attending in-person while 
others attending remotely. Classroom discussion will engage all students; those in attendance as well as those online.  All students whether in-person or 
remote will follow the same bell-schedule with attendance being taken each period.   Student schedules are in the planning stage.  We are considering 
various scheduling options to minimize traffic and interaction in hallways.  Sample schedules will be provided to parents.  We are currently working on 
finalizing individual schedules.  Parents may elect for full time remote instruction at any time during the pandemic.   

 

COVID-19 Symptoms and Testing: 
The CDC provides specific guidance for individuals who are on home isolation regarding when the isolation may end.  We will follow the latest guidance 
issued.  We are currently working on protocols for contact tracing within our District.  Details on contact tracing will follow in future communications.   
 
Any person who has tested positive, or who has been in contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 must quarantine for 14 days.  This 
includes contact with a staff member or a student. 
 
If a student or staff member shows symptoms of COVID-19, the student or staff member cannot return until:  

• it has been at least ten days since the individual first had symptoms;  

• it has been at least three days since the individual has had a fever (without using fever-reducing medicine);  

• and it has been at least three days since the individual’s symptoms improved, including cough and shortness of breath.  
At this time, there is no requirement for a negative COVID-19 test for students or staff.  

 

Additional Considerations: 
The District will be repurposing all spaces within buildings to create additional usable classrooms.  Principals will be looking to use auditoriums, gymnasiums, 
libraries, and common spaces as they finalize their schedules and plans.   
 
The District has carefully assessed its HVAC and ventilation systems.  All our systems meet State guidelines for filtration.  Additionally, the District has 
considered viable options such as the use of tents, rental properties, community centers, and portable buildings.   However, most come with constraints which 
include NYSED building and fire codes, the need for additional instructional and supervisory staff, and the safety of the students. 
 

Engagement with the Community: 
Mr. Chang has the following events scheduled to share updates with the community: 

 

Tuesday August 11th Livestream with Mr. Chang at 1PM 

Wednesday August 12th Board Meeting at 7PM 

Thursday August 13th Livestream with Mr. Chang at 1PM 

Thursday August 13th Staff Forum 6PM 

Thursday August 13th PTA Forum at 7PM 

Tuesday August 18th Possible 2nd Staff Forum 

Thursday August 20th Livestream at 1PM 

Thursday August 20th PTA Forum at 7PM 

 

Visitors to the School Buildings: 
We encourage all visitors to make appointments prior to visiting the building.  In all instances, visitors will be required to follow all building protocols as 
defined by the CDC and NYSED.   
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